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Brighton Marina Yacht Club
	Sailing Instructions

Amendment Number 1
26th November 2011.



VHF radio broadcast to replace flag signals.
With immediate effect notice is given that the race officer (RO) may substitute the raising of flags by announcement over the VHF radio of the flags deemed to be raised. Therefore the announcement over the radio will be treated exactly as if the flags have been raised, but subject to the following procedure being followed exactly.

Prior to the start of the race, each boat will be required to do a radio check with the race officer up to 10 minutes before the scheduled start time of the race and up to 10 minutes after the start of the race for that yacht. No radio checks will be accepted once the 6 minute announcement of the start of the racing has been made until after the last class has started. If any yacht fails to have their radio check verbally confirmed by the RO, that yacht will be deemed to have not started. 

The 6 minute warning will be announced over the radio with a count down saying Postponement flag lowered and if necessary life jackets must be worn.

At 5 minute, with a count down, an announcement will be made of the class flag (s) raised.
At 4 minutes, with a count down, an announcement will be made that the blue Peter is raised

At 1 minute, with count down, an announcement will be made of the blue peter lowered

At the start, with a count down, an announcement will be made of the flags lower, (or held dipped) or the OCS flag raised. Additionally it may be necessary to announce the class flag of the next start.

At any time during the sequence the RO may announce the postponement on VHF .

Requests by competitors for repeating announcements will not be made or acknowledged by the RO
The RO will announce any shortened course and for which fleet by a broadcast on the radio and repeat that broadcast 1 minute latter.
If the race is started off the arm, boats approaching the finish line should call the RO identifying themselves.
No acknowledgement will be given as to if a boat has finished or not by the RO, and the RO will provide no additional broadcasts or repeat announcements if requested. 
If the RO radio fails, the race will be abandoned, unless all competitors agree otherwise. If the RO makes any announcements incorrectly, or any additional announcement and a competitor feels that they have been disadvantaged, they can seek redress in the normal way.
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