BMYC OFFSHORE SERIES 2011- OPEN
Supplementary Regulations

These offshore regulations contain the only alterations to the BMYC Standard Sailing Instructions and apply only to races run by BMYC in the BMYC Offshore Series.

1. RULES:
1.1 After sunset and until sunrise, RRS Part 2 shall cease to be operative and is replaced by the current International Regulations for the Prevention of Collisions at Sea in their entirety.

1.2 All yachts must strictly observe Rule 10 of the International Regulations with respect to separation zones.

2. SIGNING ON:
2.1 Yachts must sign on for each BMYC race as advertised.

2.2 Signing on for races starting at Brighton Marina takes place at the advertised times at BMYC.

2.3 Signing on for races not starting from Brighton will take place as directed by the specific race advertisement.

2.4 Each entrant at signing on must provide a contact name, address and telephone number and the total number of persons that the yacht is carrying for the race.  It is the skipper’s responsibility to ensure that their contact person has the names and addresses of all crew members in case of accident.

3. CLASSES:
3.1 There will be one class - Open PY.  There will be no minimum number of starters for each class.  All yachts to fly international code numeral 2.

3.2 Should there be no entries for a race then the race is cancelled and will not be re-sailed.

4. STARTS:
4.1 The start line and time will be confirmed at signing on and may vary according to race instructions.
4.2 Races will be started by designated Committee Boat, instructions being given at signing on.

4.3 The countdown to the start and details of premature starts may be made by VHF on Channel 77.
5. COURSES
5.1 The course to the advertised destination will be confirmed at signing on.  

The Race Committee reserves the right to amend the destination in the event of exceptional circumstances.

6. FINISH:
6.1 The finish line will be confirmed at signing on and in all cases will be crossed in the direction from the last mark.

7. TIME LIMIT
7.1 The time limit will be confirmed at signing on.

8. DECLARATIONS:

8.1 All entrants must complete and sign the declaration form, and record, in UTC, the yacht’s finishing time, the times of any periods of motor-sailing (see Section 14) and the identity of the yachts immediately ahead and astern.  Entrants are reminded to check the accuracy of their watches with a UTC time signal prior to finishing and may be asked to confirm the accuracy of their timing with a watch check by the Race Officer after finishing.  Times may be recorded by a Club Officer at the finish line, and should there be a discrepancy with the declared time the Officer’s time will be used.

8.2 All entrants must hand their completed declaration form to the Race Officer (or Race Committee member as stated at signing on) as soon as possible after finishing, at the destination, and in no case later than 1 hour after the time limit.

8.3 For races returning to Brighton the declaration must be handed in to BMYC not later than 2 hours after finishing.

8.4 Yachts intending to retire and not complete the course within the time limit must inform the Race Officer or any other competing yacht of their intention to retire, by VHF, and confirm their destination.

Yachts retiring are to hand their completed declaration to the Race Officer at the destination or post to BMYC to arrive no later than 5 days from the start of race.

8.5 Yachts not complying fully with the declaration procedure will be scored DNF and awarded points accordingly.

9. PENALTIES:
9.1 A yacht which makes a premature start and does not restart correctly will be penalised by having 5% added to its elapsed time.

10. PROTESTS:
10.1 All protests shall be made in accordance with RRS 5 except that the time limit for handing in protests at foreign ports shall be within 1 hour of the expiry of the time limit for the race.  For races finishing at Brighton protests shall be handed in within 2 hours of the yacht’s finishing time.

10.2 A yacht returning and not intending to reach the destination and wishing to protest must inform the Race Officer or any other competing yacht, by VHF, of her intention to protest and forward by post such protest to arrive at BMYC not later than 5 days after the race start.

11. RESULTS:
11.1 The Race Officer will endeavour to post provisional results as soon as possible after the time limit on the notice board at BMYC, the club being visited or the Race Officer’s yacht.

11.2 Final results will be displayed on BMYC notice board one week after the race start or after determination of all protests.  Scores will be entered on the permanently displayed results notice board at BMYC.

11.3 Scoring the Series will be done using the RORC high points system, with points multiplied by the points factor for each race.

11.4 Should a class have no finishers within the time limit points for retirement will be awarded to all classified starters complying with the declaration procedure.

12. TEMPORARY DISCONTINUANCE OF RACING
12.1 After a yacht start she may, without penalty, moor or berth alongside any object for the purpose of finding shelter or disembarking crew who shall take no further part in the race.  Mechanical propulsion may be used solely for the purpose of berthing or departing if required by marina/port bye-laws.  Crew intending to continue racing shall not go ashore other than for mooring purposes and shall not seek or accept outside assistance of any form.

12.2 The yacht’s Declaration Form shall contain details of any discontinuance of racing.

13. YACHTS AS COMMITTEE BOATS:
13.1 Competitors may be asked by the Series Officer to undertake Race Officer and Committee Boat duties for starts at ports.  

14. MOTOR-SAILING
14.1 It is not the intention that the Offshore Series is an endurance event.

14.2 Yachts may motor should they wish. This may be in the interests of safety or reducing passage times.

14.3 If motoring at any time on the passage yachts should note UTC time engine on, duration of motoring, UTC time engine off. This information should be entered in full on the Declaration Form (see Section 8).
14.4 The total Passage Time before being corrected according to handicap will be calculated according to the following formula:

Passage Time = ((Duration of Motor Sailing x 2) + Elapsed Time.
14.5 Should the event being used for the race, such as Round the Island Race, not allow motoring a yacht may be disqualified from that event but their results may be allowed for entry in the BMYC Offshore Series..

15. GENERAL:
15.1 BMYC wish all competitors good sailing in the Offshore Series and asks for your co-operation and assistance in mooring all race entrants at foreign ports and where applicable in particular ensuring rafts are constructed in a seaman-like manner paying due regard to boat size irrespective of arrival time.

15.2 Competitors are responsible for their own mooring fees at all ports visited except when expressly included in the race fee.

15.3 Skippers are reminded that they will be held responsible for the behaviour and action of their crew.  Any behaviour bringing the name of BMYC into disrepute will result in the Race Committee refusing to accept any further entries from the yacht concerned, and may result in disqualification from the race and further disciplinary action from the club.
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